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Mo N the various modes of fallacy and de- 
o often been practiſed with ſuc- 
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C8] As 
This i is a ſubject, which, from its evident importance, 
merits our ſerious attention, whether we conſider it as 


Chriſtians or as ſocial beings. It is a ſubject peculiarly 


intereſting at the preſent time, when attempts t to weaken 
the bonds of allegiance, and diſſeminate ſeditious prin- 
ciples, have been ſo open and daring, that the ſupreme 
power has deemed it expedient to adopt public and un- 
uſual meaſures for the ſafety of the State, 


If we Liber de. the ale Ab povern- 
ment, in deference to the Goſpel of Chriſt, we are no 
leſs prompted to it by motives. of temporal intereſt ; 
and ſhould chearfully. ſubmit, from a conviction that 
the ſubmiſſion, recommended by the Apoſtle, can alone 
ſupport the welfare of ſociety. He that allows this- 
admits the two ſtrongeſt arguments that can be ſuppoſed. 


capable of exerciſing and determining the judgement of 
rational agents. He will of courſe comply, if he either 


ſincerely wiſhes for the rewards of eternity, or is truly 
deſirous of ae a oo and enen li We. 


The EY of Saint Paul, ü may "R divided in- 
to two branches, both of them objects that merit a de- 
liberate diſcuſſion,” Firſt, that we are obligated to be 


obedient to our lawful Rulers for the Lord's ſale; that 


is, in acquieſcence with the poſitive mandate of him 
whom. we acknowledge to og the une and- /Fiviſher 
of 


„ 03 ) 
of our Faith. Secondly; that the obligation is farther 
confirmed by the important influence which ſubjection 
to the higher powers muſt. ever ' have ypon the deareſt 
intereſts of Ny Oe FN 4 


15 


7 n will, ebe ai diy Aiſcourls 6 abc to this 

arrangement, and endeavour to convince you, as Chriſ- 
tians and men, how neceflary it is to ſubmit to legal 
| ordinances, both in compliance with your religious duty, 
_ ey che enen of ORE are ere you” 


400 ae the hiſtory of our Sic, as it is recor- 
ded in the ſacred writings, we do not meet with a fingls 
inſtance of oppoſition to the Roman Magiſtrates; not 
ane attempt, either to invalidate their power by his own 
perſonal efforts, or to infuſe the ſpirit of reſiſtance into 
others by eloquent exhortations. Though poſſeſſed of 
perfect innocence, which precluded all juſt ſuſpicions of 
| iniquitous views; though endued with knowledge that 
could intuitively point out the moſt certain meaſutes, 
and inveſted with ability competent to crown them with 
complete ſucceſs; notwithſtanding this full combination 
of effective means, he never preſumed, during the whole 
courſe of his miniſtry upon earth, to interfere with the 
claims, or diſpute the deciſions of civil authority, but 
left its rights and privileges where he found them. He 
was ſa ſolicited by the Jews to aſſume the 

B 2 . trappings 


. 1 
trappings * royalty, yet he uniformly cejefted. their 
preſſing invitations; and when, upon one oceaſion, they 
would have forced regal honours upon him, he privatelyß 
withdrew himſelf. At another time, the Phariſees, 
eager to get an opportunity of ſatiating their ma- 


' lice, put this queſtion to him, 1s it lavuful io giur tribute 
wnto Ceſar, or nat? They imagined, that this inſidious. 


addreſs would induce, him, either to flatter the Roman 
Emperor, i in oppoſition to the liberty and religion of the 
Jews, by anſwering in the affirmative, or to draw. upon 
himſelf the indignation of the Romans, by denying 
the legality of it, But his reply evaded both theſe in- 


ferences. Render unto Caeſar the things which are _— 6, 


* ane e the things. r are God's, _ 
© "AS Lhd Bees ie III . en 
Lord, concerning legal ſubordination. Nor were his 


Diſciples remiſs in imitating the divine example; for, 


no oppreſſion could, ſtimulate them to retaliate upon 
their vindictive Tyrants by rebellious reſiſtancr. And 
they were no leſs zealous to impreſs fimilar ſentiments 


of forbearance upon the minds of others by the additio- 


nal force of frequent admonitions. The chapter, from 

which my text is taken, is explicit on this head. Nay, 

ſo very pointed, ſo minutely accurate, are their precepts, 

in this article of ſubmiſſion to our ſuperiors, that they 

are not reſtricted to the; ragulation of our :demeanour 
I towards f 


Ax» 
aa Rulers appointed by the State; they extend 40 
every condition of life, and embrace all the departments 
of ſubordination, that originate from the various de- 
grees of -den in nn domeſtie union ogy * 
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„ Fromoths brief. 5 1 Ibis — a of 

the-CubjoR to a Chriſtian audience, we may clearly ſee, 

that obedience to earthly governors is a duty impoſed 

upon us by the Goſpel of Chriſt, inculcated both by 

his precepts, and thoſe of his Apoſties. He, there fore, 

that, without adequate cauſe, diſavows allegiance, and 0 
refuſes to ſubmit to the ordinances of man, violates a 

fundamental principle of his religion. ' Of- courſe, he 

.renders himſelf obnoxious to the indignation of that Sa- 

viour, by whole: Oy n. 15 can inherit eternal 


The ſecond point of view, in which I propoſed to 
couſider the ſubject, was, the connection between the 
ſubmiſſion preſeribed by the Apoſtle, and our preſent 
welfare; to demonſtrate e mur the: ark is 
-blended wo the e 1 

"Woes men a race ef petſelt beige- Did is 8 
never oppreſs the weak, the opulent never tyraunize 
over the poor, nor the artful employ their ſuperior kill 
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in circumventing. the ſimplicity of ignorance; the uti⸗ 
lity of laws would be ſuperſeded. | For, why ſhould pe- 
nal ſtatutes be enacted, when no neceſſity required ſuch 

coercions? Why ſhould the wiſdom of legiſlators be 


called forth to make proviſions againſt imaginary evils? 
— But, alas! this harmonious ſcene of tranquillity and 


happineſs is not to be found upon earth. However flat- 


tering the deſeriptions may be, which have been exhi- 


bited of a ſtate of natute, they are to be conſidered ra- 
ther as the warm effuſions of fancy than the ſober re- 
preſentations of attainable felicity ; rather as the ab- 
ſtracted flights of enthuſiaſm than the calm deliberate 
reſult of truth and reaſon. It appears, from the manifold 
diſcoveries made by ancient and modern navigators, that 
a ſtate of ſavage nature is a ſtate of ceaſeleſs hoſtility. 
It is ſo far from being the enviable reſidence of comfort 
aud ſecurity, that inceſſant toil is required to obviate 


the miſeries of famine, and inceſſant vigilance to guard 
againſt. the incurſions of ferocious enemies. A con- 


ſciouſneſs of theſe inevitable diſaſters induced men to 
form themſelves into ſocial communities; to enact laws 


that might perpetuate public harmony, and to enforce 


_ obedience to them by puniſhments ſuited to the crimi- 
nality of the reſpeQive delinquents. They abridged 
themſelves, therefore, of their natural claim to full li- 


berty, that their ſecurity might reſt upon a firmer baſis, 
They voluntarily ſubmitted to legal reſtrictions, that 
e 


43 
the primary objects of life might not be expoſed to the 
| humours of. Caprice, nor depend wholly upon the arbi- 
trary determinations of the ſtrong and powerful. 
When the ties of government are diſſolved, and its 
ſanctious treated with contempt and defiance, what is 
there to hinder our relapſing into that precarious, that 
miſerable ſtate, from which civilization had freed us? 
Amidſt the ſtorms of anarchy and confufion, the voice 
of juſtice is drowned, and the claims of humanity are 
diſregarded; Men order their actions in this tumultuous 
_ conflict; not according to the dictates of equity and rea - 
fon, but from the impulſe of ambition, or _ 1 -0og 
ITY Mee ee 3 K 150 
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Sucht bew been, and, in ln: ever cio be; the 
nckinchoby conſequences of national ſedition, And, as 
human nature is but too prone to \depravity and vice, 
there will always be men, in every kingdom, ready to 
kindle the flames of diſcord, and as zealous afterwards 
to expand them into one common conflagration. The 
indolent will become incendiaries, from the hope of 
_ feizing that in a momeut, which they could: not other- 
wiſe expect to procure without the painful efforts of te- 
dious labour. The avaricious will be animated by the 
N ook plunder, the nee TE the ah peri of 

e (eis vt «To METER þ n en AVG Pre. 


ch 
— and the envious by the uncharitable oe J 
tisfaction of eaultäng in _ Gverthrow: we neon 


How 3 FRY auen 5 it bee al 400 AY 
their own peace, or that of ſociety, |to/prevent:the ad- 


miſſion of ſuch ſerious calamities! And fince there are 


ſo many motives that may combine: to generate and dif- 


fuſe diſſention, we cannot be too circumſpe& in ad- 


hering to that line of conduct which may fruſtrate the 


devices of the ſeditious. If even the pute and peaceable 


religion of Chriſt hath, been employed to juſtify perſe- 


cution and murder, we need not wondor that civil li- 


bert x ſhould: be proftituted to ſimilar purpoſes. The 
venerable term operates like a charm. upon the mind. It 
excites zeal which no oppoſition can extinguiſh, and 
infuſes reſolution which no dangers can appal. This 
ſtrong, this innate defire of freedom is the powerful en · 
gine by which abandoned and intereſted men have been 
enabled to ſubvert the foundations of eſtabliſhed go - 
vernments, and raiſe e 1 0 _ n = _ 
Country": H93 Hem inf 35 V 


There. ” one ſpecies of hid ; Sha this 


fertile ſource of error, concerning which, as it has been 


much recommended and enforced: of late by modern 
philoſophers, I ſhall ſay a few wrords; namely, the doc- 
trine that all men are equal. The aſſettion, indeed, is 

| bighly 


41 
highly flattering to the major part of mankind, Ie 
exalts them above the level ori which they are -placed, 
aud imparts to them a degree of conſequence, of which, 
n An entertained no aus idea. . 


4 8 Gr 5 A amen ſuppoſe this boaſted 
fyftem of equality adopted. There are many circum- 
ſtances that muſt render its permanent exiſtence practi- 

_ cally impoſſible. The diſcuffion of a few of them, will 
be ae for un page pa rpoſe. | | 7 


Diſparity of foil as fituation wilt introduce gest, 
and we may affirm, inſuperable difficulties ; in adjuſting 
the ſeveral portions of landed property. For, 1 believe, 
it will require more ſkill and more local knowledge: than 
any man ever poſſeſſed, to divide a country among its 
inhabitants with ſuch aecuraey of meaſure and quality, 
as to filence the murmurs of diſcontent, and preclude. 
all future contention,” - We are, in general, apt to un-, 1 
dervalue our own. poſſeſſions, when compared with 
thoſe of others, and to look with diſguſt upon our own 
condition, when we view the brighter fide of theirs. 
What can prevent the operation of ſimilar emotions in 
this caſe? He that hath leſs, on account of the "natural 
richneſs. of his allotment, may envy him whoſe diſtrict 
is more extenſive ; and. the latter, at the ſame time, may 


tuck his own ſuperiority 1 in quantity of trifling impor- 
; C tance 


rr d . 
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0 bY 
nance, while he contemplates the ſuperior fettility, or 
pleaſantneſs, of his neighbour” s diviſion, On this prin- 
ciple, therefore, it is probable that -diſcontent. will be 
excited. Here is a wide field opened, at the very com- 
mencement of the buſi neſs, for envy aud ſtrife, and we 


know that, <where .enyying Ari Je i . e Is nene und 
every evil ork *. 


But, even if cheſs effects ſhould be cou mk ws the 
. of individuals to the virtues of peace and 
moderation, the ſyſtem muſt be ſoon overturned, or 
rendered defective, by other cauſes. 


The FE” Sel of the various 1 may y operate 5 par- 
tially. A genial and proportionate mixture of rain and 
Jun will make one diſtrict productive, while a ſuperflu- 
ity or a deprivation of either ſhall intereopt the ex- 
| peed harveſt of another. And fince man cannot diſ- 
penſe the neceſſary ſupply, as exigencies may require, it 
will be impoſſible for him to obviate the diſorders that 
muſt flow. from an e Aken of it. 


Induſtry and 1 alſo, will and ly conſtitute 
an eſſential difference between the members of the com- 
. The active aud the diligent * by en, 


James iii. 1. 16. 


; anal | 


" 9 n 


E 
anel\procels of toil and affi iduity, reap the blefMngs off 
abundance. On' the other hand, the lands of the floth- 
ful will be over-run with weeds, and become incapable: 
of furniſhing the requiſite fruits for the ſupport of their 
ſeveral proprietors. And as ind6lence is generally at- 
tended by the love of pleaſure and diſſipation, when the FH 
voluptuous find themſelves abridged of their uſual gra- 
tifications, they will be tempted to ſeek a temporary: 
reſource in the ſale of their property, which muſt, 
conſequently, be transferred to thoſe induſtrious and pro- 
vident perſons who ſhall be able to purchaſe it. By theſe- 
means a ſpeedy termination will be put to the exiſtence 
of this happy equality. Nor can it be reſtored, but by 
a-ceffion of the well · earned rewards of virtue and la- 1 
bour to the profligate and the indolent. Such: a. facri-- 
fice'few, if any, would willingly make, Aud to extort 
it by- *the hand of violence would be fo flagrant ; a breach 
of common juſtice, that · it muſt” eventually ſubvert” the. 
very Sedan of civil happineſs. For, who will be 
found active in the departments of neceſſary toil, if 
there be no ſecurity that induſtry ſhall reap and enjoy 
the merited profits ?—They, indeed,” whoſe preſent for- 
tunes are deſperate, | and whoſe future proſpects are 
brightened by no probable hopes of amendment, may. : 
endeavour to propagate theſe delufive doQrines, from an- 
idea that their own intereſt will be promoted by the adop- 
ion _ them. But, I truſt, there is virtue and wiſdom 
5 A | _ enough 
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enough! in this country to fruſtrate the nal 3 
poiſonous tendency of all ſuch. endeavours. No rational 
equality can exiſt in a ſtate of ſociety, except the equal 
adminiſtration of diſtributive juſtice. And, as we enjoy 
that glorious privilege in a degree hitherto envied by 


other nations, it would be the height of folly, to re- 


nounce its exalted and real benefits, for the caſual ope- 
ration of fanciful theories, Finally, let us conſider, 

that in embracing and enforcing theſe wild opinions, 
we actually wage war againſt the arrangements of divine 


Providence. For, had our Creator intended us for this 


ſtate of equality, he would undoubtedly have made the 


means correſpond with the end, by aſſigning to all men 
equal endowments both of body and mind. And were 
it poſſible, or expedient 1 for us, to attain it in the preſent 


' circumſtances of our nature, a Being inveſted with per- 


fe& wiſdom, and actuated by infinite goodneſs, would 


hardly have left his creatures deſtitute of the ae 3 
admonitions on 1ſoi iam a Point. W re 


But it may be aſked, Are we hows Wel to 8 . 


to abject compliance in all circumſtances? Muſt we 


ſuffer extreme oppreſſion without reſiſtance, and groan 
under the weight of wanton tyranny, without any en- 
deavours to ſhake off the yoke ?—There may be critical 
ſeaſons of national peril, when oppoſition to the ruling 


powers becomes virtuous, becauſe there is no other al- 
ternative 


6 


( t3 ; 
| ponies 70 bo 1 brsesd for tlie betguibe of but 
higheſt, our unallenable pilvileges. To deny this, 
would be to libel that happy conftiturion which our 
forefathers eſtabliſhed by combating the virulebce of 
bigotryy/ and the thehices of Adly Poet. Vet, 

however juſtifiable ar appeal to the ford tay be, when 
the diſeaſe,” like a mortal wound, requires a prompt and 
deſperate remedy, it is a mode of redreſs not to be Ha- 

zarded, except in a criſis of ſimilac danger. For, hien 
the waves of civil tumult are raiſed by the tempeſt, "ns 
ons can ſay to them n effe&t, Ts far hall Je came, 
and no farther. eds 

* This remark/camot but rike us, wit 6 we turn to, 
the annils' of our own history. Much more forcibly 
will it appeal to our feelings, when we contemplate the 
ewful gloom, which at this moment overſpreads the 
face of Europe. We fee 4 once great and  flourithing, 
kingdom, a prey to miſety and diſträction, "unſupported 
by any, but menaced by ſome, and openly: 'encountered 
by other formidable nations. — A region, once the en- 
vied reſidence of urbanity and poli iteneſs, the de graded, * 
turbulent ſeat of ferocity and barbariſm ; and à Chek. 
tian country,” the polluted ſpot, Where iaßdelit and 
atheiſm have dared, even in the eighteenth. century of 
the Goſpel of heavenly light, to ayow their irreligious 
ſentiments, Laſtly, we behold a Prince, friendly to the 

| liberties 


14 * 
liberties of his people, and ſtudious of their; happineſs | 
beyond any of his predeceſſors; a Prince who had made 
conceſſions to his ſubjects, which, at any preceding pe- 
riod, would have been hailed with tranſports; of grati- 
tude, and rewarded with the loyal ſervices of uuſnaken 
love and fidelity We behold this, merciful; this bene · 
ficent and liberal Monarch treated with every mark of 
indignity, inſult, and contempt, driven from his throne, 
as if he had been a ferocious ſanguiuary tyrant, impri- 
ſoned like a felon who had perpetrated the moſt flagi- 
tious crimes, and publicly conſigned. to an unmerited 
death by the refuſe of his own and other countries. 


Many of thoſe, undoubtedly, who were the primary 
cauſe of this ſtupendous revolution, acted from pure 
principles of public virtue, and aimed at nothing farther. 
than that which every friend to humanity and freedom. 
wiſhed to ſee accompliſhed e, , the eſtabliſhment. of a ra- 
tional and manly liberty, by a $emapfrpfs, Ae 
of the regal prerogative, | 
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The ſubſequent fcenes of mn. rapine,. 1 
maſſacre, ſcenes that would diſgrace even hordes of ſa- 
vages, will ſtand recorded as a ſolemn. leflon to all na- 
tions, by mewing how precipitate the tranſition ĩs from ä 


* Ab abuſu'ad uſum, non met conſequentia. 4 
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| hain Wange to all the Wiebe of anarchy, the : 
: centiouſneſs, -and inſecurity, - They ought to be ſuch 
tous i 4 peculiar degree. For, if we are conſcious 
| that we poſſeſs ; much, we ſhould at the ſame time con | 
ſider, that we have allo much to loſe, 1 25 


2193, RAN, e e e e e SEE hn 
Le us not be dee Wd, that? by the kak Ratements 
of factious prejudice, not deluded by the ſpecious, but 
impracticable, theories of atheiſtical philoſophy. They 
that are whole need no phyſician. And as it would be 
madneſs for a perſon, i in ſound health, to endanger the 
ſtability of it by the wanton application of ſuperfluous _ 
medicines, it muſt be equally ſo for us to endanger thoſe 
national bleffings which we have 1s ns on 0 
trig] of ae innovations. 175 8 


Divine e nech | "OW Aiſtioguithed theſs 
realms by ſignal marks of, its favour and protection. If 
we acknowledge that our ſecurity and happineſs are to 
be aſcribed to the interpoſing arm of Heaven, we muſt | 
likewiſe acknowledge that their duration will depend 
upon the ſincere performance of our duty to God, be- 
cauſe all our hopes of temporal proſperity reſt on the grace 
and aſſiſtance of that Being, who alone //[etb tbe raging 
of the ſea, and the noiſe of his waves, and the madneſs of 
the people. Whoſe develleth under the defence of the moſt 
High, In Bat "_— be A af ou e ; He 
JJ RE 
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Hall deliver thee from the frare of the hunter, and from the 
noiſome polilence. Thou ſhalt not be afraid for. any terror 
by night, nor for the arraw that Fieth by day—for the 
Peſilence that walketh in darkneſs ; nor for the Sickneſs that 
deftroyeth in the von day. A chouſand} Hall. fall be thee, 
and ten thouſand at thy right hand, but it ſhall not come 
nigh theg, There ſhall, uo evil happen unto. thee, neinber 
Wall any plague cone 180 thy gau. Dai apo i 
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